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collective bargaining, rather than by statute.
In this respect, it carries forward the spirit
of the reform-oriented labor agreement re-
cently agreed to by Amtrak and one of its
unions.

This Act calls for the creation of an Amtrak
Reform Council that will bring together indi-
viduals with expertise in the fields of cor-
porate management, finance, rail and other
transportation operations, labor, economics,
and law to assist Amtrak in identifying how
to operate more efficiently and effectively.

As a result of these changes, we can all
look forward to better rail service. I recog-
nize that this Act represents a compromise
of a number of competing concerns and com-
peting visions for Amtrak and its future. I
want to compliment the Senators and Rep-
resentatives who devoted many hours to de-
veloping this needed legislation. I also want
to commend the many individuals in the De-
partment of Transportation and other Fed-
eral agencies who contributed to the devel-
opment of this Act.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
December 2, 1997.

NOTE: S. 738, approved December 2, was as-
signed Public Law No. 105–134.

Statement on the Attorney General’s
Decision Not To Call for an
Independent Counsel
December 2, 1997

The Attorney General made her decision
based on a careful review of the law and the
facts, and that’s as it should be.

Memorandum on Burma
December 2, 1997

Presidential Determination No. 98–6

Memorandum for the Secretary of State
Subject: Report to Congress Regarding
Conditions in Burma and U.S. Policy Toward
Burma

Pursuant to the requirements set forth
under the heading ‘‘Policy Toward Burma’’

in section 570(d) of the FY 1997 Foreign Op-
erations Appropriations Act, as contained in
the Omnibus Consolidated Appropriations
Act (Public Law 104–208), a report is re-
quired every 6 months following enactment
concerning:

1) progress toward democratization in
Burma;

2) progress on improving the quality of
life of the Burmese people, including
progress on market reforms, living
standards, labor standards, use of
forced labor in the tourism industry,
and environmental quality; and

3) progress made in developing a com-
prehensive, multilateral strategy to
bring democracy to and improve
human rights practices and the qual-
ity of life in Burma, including the de-
velopment of a dialogue between the
State Law and Order Restoration
Council (SLORC) and democratic
opposition groups in Burma.

You are hereby authorized and directed to
transmit the attached report fulfilling this re-
quirement to the appropriate committees of
the Congress and to arrange for publication
of this memorandum in the Federal Register.

William J. Clinton

Letter to Congressional Leaders
Transmitting the Line Item Veto of
the Departments of Commerce,
Justice, and State, and Related
Agencies Appropriations Act, 1998
December 2, 1997

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)
In accordance with the Line Item Veto

Act, I hereby cancel the dollar amount of
discretionary budget authority, as specified
in the attached report, contained in the ‘‘De-
partments of Commerce, Justice, and State,
and Related Agencies Appropriations Act,
1998’’ (H.R. 2267). I have determined that
the cancellation of this amount will reduce
the Federal budget deficit, will not impair
any essential Government functions, and will
not harm the national interest. This letter,
together with its attachment, constitutes a
special message under section 1022 of the
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Congressional Budget and Impoundment
Control Act of 1974, as amended.

Sincerely,

William J. Clinton

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Newt Ging-
rich, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Albert Gore, Jr., President of the Senate. The
report detailing the cancellation was published in
the Federal Register on December 3. H.R. 2267,
approved November 26, was assigned Public Law
No. 105–119.

Letter to Congressional Leaders
Transmitting a Report on Prevention
of Nuclear Proliferation
December 2, 1997

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)
As required under section 601(a) of the

Nuclear Non-Proliferation Act of 1978 (Pub-
lic Law 95–242, 22 U.S.C. 3281(a)), I am
transmitting a report on the activities of Unit-
ed States Government departments and
agencies relating to the prevention of nuclear
proliferation. It covers activities between Jan-
uary 1, 1996, and December 31, 1996.

Sincerely,

William J. Clinton

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Newt Ging-
rich, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Albert Gore, Jr., President of the Senate.

Opening Remarks in a Roundtable
Discussion on Race in Akron, Ohio
December 3, 1997

Thank you. Thank you very much. Dr.
Ruebel, thank you. We’re delighted to be
here at the University of Akron. I want to
thank my good friend Senator John Glenn
and your Congressman, Tom Sawyer; Con-
gressman Lou Stokes; Congressman Sherrod
Brown for being here. And Mayor Don
Plusquellic, thank you so much for making
Akron so available and for doing all you have
to help us. I thank the county executive, Tim
Davis, and all the people here in Akron who
have just been wonderful in helping us to
put this together.

I also thank the people who are behind
me who have agreed to be a part of our panel
today and to kind of put themselves on the
line on behalf of all the rest of you, and I
hope on behalf of all Americans, in launching
this important dialog.

There are 96 watch sites that have been
set up around the country by our regional
administrators, constituency groups, and oth-
ers who will be kind of doing what we’re
doing here in their own way after they watch
us.

I’d also like to acknowledge the presence
here today of members of our racial advisory
board: Dr. John Hope Franklin, our Chair;
Linda Chavez-Thompson; Reverend Suzan
Johnson Cook; and Judy Winston, our Execu-
tive Director.

Ladies and gentlemen, last June at the
University of San Diego I challenged all
Americans to join me for at least a year in
addressing the enormous challenge of mak-
ing one America out of all of our racial, eth-
nic diversity in this country. At the time I
did it, a lot of people said, ‘‘Well, why is he
doing this? We’re not having any riots in the
cities. The economy is the best it’s been in
a generation.’’ And my answer was, that’s
precisely why I’m doing it now, because what
I have tried to do as your President is to
get all of us to think about and work on things
that are going to be critical to our future be-
fore the wheel runs off, because if we plan
together and work together to make the most
of our common future, we can avoid some
of the terrible things that have happened in
other countries, and we can avoid repeating
some of the darker chapters of our own his-
tory. And, by the way, we can acknowledge
that we still have some problems, and we
need to get them out on the table and deal
with them.

Now, to me, this is a critical part of the
larger challenge of preparing our country to
live in the next century. It’s not just a new
century in a new millennium. There’s a
whole different world out there in the way
we work and learn and live and relate to each
other. All of you know that. And I have done
my best to pursue a vision that would create
opportunity for everybody responsible
enough to work for it and to maintain our
country’s leadership in the global economy
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